The title compound, C 14 H 11 ClO, is a racemic derivative of benzoin. Its carbonyl group adopts a nearly eclipsed conformation with the Cl substituent characterized by a dihedral angle of 17.5 (2) . The closest intermolecularcontact is 4.258 (1) Å .
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Comment
The title compound was studied as a reference structure for a series of transition-metal complexes employing it as a ligand.
Bond lengths and angles are usual. The torsion angle O=C-C-Cl is 17.5 (2) °. A statistics of values for the similar angles reported in the CSD (Allen, 2002) shows that this eclipsed conformation is the most preferable for α-cloroketones ( Fig. 1 and Fig. 2) . However, possibly due to steric hindrances from the bulky phenyl group next to the Cl substituent, the dihedral value is somewhat distorted in comparison to the molecular structure of 2-chloroacetophenone (Grossert et al. (1984) ), where the respective angle was found at 2.4 °.
Unlike the crystal structure of 2-chloroacetophenone, which is dominated by strong C-H···O and C-H···Cl contacts, the crystal structure of the title compound does not show any intermolecular contacts whose range falls short of the sum of van-der-Waals radii. The closest π···π-contact was measured at 4.258 (1) Å.
Experimental
The compound was synthesized by reacting benzoin with thionyl chloride. Crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained upon recrystallization from ethanol.
Refinement
Carbon-bound H-atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H 0.99 Å for the methylene group and C-H 0.95 Å for aromatic carbon atoms) and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with U(H) set to 1.2U eq (C). Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, with atom labels and anisotropic displacement ellipsoids drawn at 50% probability level. 
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